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The six principles 


By 
Sheikh Al-Islam Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab -— rahimahullah. 
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In the Name of Allah the Most Beneficent the Most Merciful. 
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The Shaykh — rahimahullah — said: 
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From the most remarkable and the biggest signs that points out the Power of the Overwhelming 
King are six principles which Allah - in a clear clarification — has explained for the average person, 
different from what most people think. Then after this many of the wise people and the intelligent 


ones from the sons of Adam are mistaken in this, except very few. 


The first principle: 
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The sincerity in the religion to Allah alone who has no partners, along with the clarification of its 
opposite which is shirk billah (associating partners with Allah). Most of the Qur’an is a clarification 
of this principle from various angles, with words that even the most stupid of the average people 
understand. Then when that which happened to most of the ummah happened, the sheytaan showed 
them the sincerity (dedicating worship only to Allah) in a form of it being a degradation of the 
righteous and negligence in their rights, and he showed them shirk billah (associating partners with 
Allah) in a form of it being love towards the righteous and following them. 
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The second principle: 
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Allah commanded (the people) to be united in the religion and forbade being divided therein. Allah 
clarified this with a conclusive clarification which the average people understand. He forbade us to 
be as the ones who were divided and who disagreed before us who were destroyed, and He 
mentioned that He commanded the Muslims to be united in the religion and He forbade them to be 
divided therein. And what has been narrated from the Sunnah — from the most remarkable regarding 
this — increases this in clarity. After that the situation changed into that division in the principles and 
branches of the religion became knowledge and understanding in the religion, and none but a zindeeq 


(disbeliever) or a crazy person would mention the commandment of being united upon the religion. 
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The third principle: 
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That from the fulfillment of being united is listening and obeying the one who is appointed as a 
leader over us, even if this should be an Ethiopic slave. Allah clarified this with a conclusive 
sufficient clarification from different angles of the kinds of clarifications in both the shar’ (law) and 
the qadar (decree). After that this principle became unknown among most of those who claim to have 
knowledge, so how should it be acted upon? 
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The fourth principle: 
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The clarification of who the average person and the scholars is, and the figh (understanding) and the 
fugahaa (men of understanding). And the clarification of those who imitate these people but who are 
not from them. Allah verily clarified this principle in the beginning of surah Al-Baqarah in His words: 
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”O Children of Israel, remember My Favour which I bestowed upon you.” 
(Al-Bagarah 2:40) 
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Until His words before mentioning Ibrahim (alayhi as-salaam): 
51 WS3) dahl gs GB 
”O Children of Israel, remember...” Until the end of the verse. (Al-Baqarah 2:122) 
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And the many obvious and clear words that have been declared about this in the Sunnah increase it 
in clarity are for the stupid average person. Then after this it became from the strangest of things. 
And the knowledge and understanding became innovation and misguidance, while the best that 
they have is: covering the truth with falsehood. And the knowledge which Allah has obligated upon 
the creation and complimented became so that none except a zindeeq or crazy person would speak 


of it (according to them). And the one who rejects it (knowledge) and shows enmity towards it and 
makes an effort in warning against it and forbidding it, he is the fagih and the scholar. 
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The fifth principle: 
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Allah’s clarification of who His allies are and His distinction between them and those who resemble 
them from His enemies; the munafiqun and the sinners. And sufficient for this is the verse in Ali 
‘Imran, and those are His, the Exalted’s, words: 
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"Say (O Muhammad): ‘If you (really) love Allah then follow me.” (Aali Imran 3:31) 
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And the verse which is in Al-Ma’idah and those are His, the Exalted’s, words: 
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“O you who believe, whoever from among you turns back from his religion...” 
(Al-Ma'idah 5:54) 
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And a verse in surah Yunus and those are His words: 
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“No doubt. Verily, the close friends of Allah no fear shall come upon them nor shall they 
grieve. Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah - Tawheed), and used to fear Allah 
much.” (Yunus 10:62-63) 
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Then after that the issue became — with most of those who claim to have knowledge, that they are 
guiders of the creation and protectors of the (Islamic) law — that for the allies (of Allah) it is a must 
to leave following the Messenger, and that the one who follows him are not from them. And it is a 
must to leave jihaad (striving), so the one who makes jihaad is not from them. And it is a must to 
leave imaan (belief) and taqwa (piety) so whoever adheres to imaan and taqwa he is not from them. O 
our Lord, we verily ask you for forgiveness and good health. Verily You are the One who hears all 
invocations. 
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The sixth principle: 
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The refutation of the doubt fabricated by shaytaan regarding leaving the Qur’an and Sunnah and 
following the different and divided opinions and desires. And that (doubt) is: That the Qur’an and 
Sunnah only are known by the absolute mujtahid (thorough seeker of knowledge and striver in 
religion). And the mujtahid is the one who is described with this and that description which not even 
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar might completely have. So if the person is not like this then people are turned 
away from them with a decisive command in which there is no doubt nor a problem, and whoever 
seeks the guidance with them then he is either a zindeeg or crazy person due to the difficulty of 
understanding them. SubhanAllahi wa bi hamdihi, how much have Allah clarified in the shar’ (law), 
the gadar (decree), the khalq (creation) and the amr (commandment) regarding the refutation of this 
cursed doubt from different angles. It has reached the border of general necessities but most people 
do not know. 
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“Verily! We have put on their necks iron collars reaching to chins, so that their heads 
are forced up. And We have puta barrier before them, and a barrier behind them, and 
We have covered them up, so that they cannot see. It is the same to them whether you 

warn them or you warn them not, they will not believe. You can only warn him who 
follows the Reminder (the Qur’an), and fears the Most Beneficent (Allah) unseen. So give 
him the glad tidings of forgiveness, and a generous reward (i.e. Paradise).” 
(Ya-Sin 36:11) 
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This was the last of it (the risaalah). And all praise is due to Allah the Lord of all the worlds. And 


may the peace and abundant blessing of Allah be upon our leader Muhammad and upon his family 
and his companions until the Day of Judgment. 


Translated by: Abu Hajar 


